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computers in the library, and pods around the school for
student use, our IT development program is succeeding,
under the guidance of John Dimitriou, our IT Coordinator
and Craig Gregory, our technician. We are well in
advance of the state target of 1 computer to every 5
students.
The Opening of our New Facilities
We have a new Home Economics Centre, a new
Centre for Students with Learning Disabilities, and a
new Student Counselling Centre! We are hoping to
officially open them in early May.
These were completed in January in a $1.3 million
project and are now in use by our students.
The Centre for Students with Learning Disabilities
is home for 7 middle school students, and shortly will
be home for 3 students with autism (reported in the last
circular to parents a few weeks ago).
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NAMIG PROJECT Dancing Shoes
...from ‘Concept
2 Creation’

A class of our Year 10 Science students have
been working with one of our teachers, Dr Rhett
Swanson in this project which is based on advanced
manufacturing.
The project has involved quite a few advanced
manufacturing companies such as DANA, and British
Aerospace, and several other schools. Our students
have really impressed the industry partners with the
high tech. dancing shoes which they developed from
the concept stage to creation stage. They really work!

It is state of the art, and is located directly behind the
Congratulations to Rhett, the students, and our
library. Under the guidance of Elizabeth Dmochowska,
visiting electronic engineer, David Wilkinson who
the Centre will grow to about 25 students in the next
year or so, and will help to enrich Para Hills High School, helped with the project.
and all of its students.
The completion of the Home Economics Centre
marks the end of a long saga. Governing Council has
recognised the need for a new centre for a long time. As
plans were prepared over the last 2 years, we watched
white ants gradually destroying the cupboards in Home
Ec. This was despite our best efforts to eradicate what
has been an amazingly elusive nest!
Now we have been rewarded with 2 brand new kitchens,
dining area, laundry and storage areas.
We have the Governing Council of 2001 to thank for the
two kitchens. Under the state government of the time
we were permitted to arrange the sale of 3.2 hectares of
land, previously a second oval and tennis courts. This
was far more than the school could effectively look after.
We also have a new Student Counselling Centre that
is in Block 6. It houses Gabi Proc and Craig Kennedy,
our two student counsellors, and Donna Kartinyeri, our
Aboriginal Education Worker. This is in close proximity to
our Vocational Learning Centre, which creates a one
stop shop for counselling that involves both personal
counselling and career discussions.

Keith Neumann, Mr Andy Kefalianos, Skye Kalms, Mr David
Wilkinson, Mr David Fawcett MP, Melissa Mills, Jared Douglas and
Dr Rhett Swanson at the ‘Concept 2 Creation’ presentation.

The Visit of the Premier, Mr Rann
We were very fortunate recently to have the Premier
of South Australia, Mr Rann visit the school to see our
programs and inspect our new facilities.
He was very impressed, especially with our students.
He spent a lot of time with them, talking, having photos
taken, and looking at their work.
We are hopeful that he will come back again soon.
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Mr David Wilkinson, Director of Atec Consultants, observes Keith
Neumann explaining the technology developed for the ‘Dancing Shoes’
to Mr David Fawcett MP.

